CHAPTER XXV
DECLINE AND FALL OF THE JULY MONARCHY
1840-1848
§ 110. guizot " bouche du Roi."—The crisis of 1840 (§ 109)
had been a dangerous corner for the Orleans monarchy, and in
discarding Thiers for Guizot, Louis-Philippe was playing for
safety. For the next seven years these tactics were successful.
There was no more friction between King and Ministry, for
Guizot was, as he said, his " mouth "—the organ through which
his policy was expressed. And Guizot was conservatism in-
carnate. This is not to say that he was reactionary : he was
as rigidly opposed to Divine Right as to Republicanism. The
constitutional monarchy created by the Revolution of July was
his political idea*, and he would not sanction the least alteration
in it. In his view the only Frenchmen to have any political
rights were those (less than 200,000 out of a population of
35,000,000) who paid 200 francs or more in annual taxation
(N47). Democracy in the modern sense of the term he regarded
as " red ruin and the breaking up of laws."
To preserve this system and keep himself in power he acted
on the motto of Walpole : Quieta non movere—" Let sleeping
dogs lie "—avoid trouble everywhere and always, at home and
abroad. And his method of controlling Parliament was equally
Walpolian—indirect corruption by means of " patronage."
More than half the deputies held Government posts or contracts.
Guizot himself was austerely incorruptible; but he did not
disdain the bare-faced " jerrymandering " of elections to ensure
a Government majority in the Chamber. Secure of this, he
haughtily ignored the nine-tenths of the nation who were vote-
less. His main concern was to piece together the fragments of
the entente with Britain which had been shattered by his
predecessor's indiscreet support of Mehemet Ali. In pursuit
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